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Introduction
Dead in the Attic is a compilation of narratives by Chris Rose, a Times-Picayune columnist. The author narrates the first four traumatic months of life in New Orleans after Katrina. It is well written with a variety of anecdotal, lack of piety and individual description; the book highlights the enormity of what happened in the aftermath of the Katrina catastrophes (Taylor, 2010). The story depicts the observations, remarks, disaster, emotions, and absurdity in what Chris Rose finds in a devastated wasteland. The paper seeks to address overarching problems, implications for policy and the practice to solve the problem. The paper also focuses on the personal reaction on the issues discussed. 
The Overarching Problems /Issues
The book highlights the issues that the residents in New Orleans encountered in the aftermath of Katrina. As he walks in the streets, Rose recounts what he sees and hears in the street of the famous city. However, the author is fortunate; his households are virtually not damaged by the devastation. The smell is the major challenge the Rose emphasized, he portrays it worse than anything imaginable (Taylor, 2010). Despite all the tragedy and painful moments the people go through, they seem happy. It proves the love the resident had to the city.
Even though his properties were less damaged, the extent of city devastation meant not one was left untouched. The collection captures the effects of family displacements and those that were left behind as their relatives sought help. It shows that some people were reluctant to leave vacate and leave behind their belongings, which resulted in a massive loss. It outlines the significance of public and collective conceit in the society happenings such as the Mardi gras. The famous festival that drew the city residents and brought the city together was conducted regardless of the devastations (Taylor, 2010). Another aspect is the implication of the school re-opening in response to the psychological impacts of the Hurricanes.
The issue on the white refrigerator is another surprising concept that is stuck in mind. The fridge is packed with decomposing rotten foodstuffs that produce unbearable odor making the disposal a fundamental problem in the city (Taylor, 2010). It becomes a characteristic feature of the extent of the flood damage. It means that the Hurricanes left the place a wasteland to the extent that the food is decomposing in storage due to lack of environmental management. No cleanup crews are making the place stinky and unfavorable for a living. The whole event reflects the community traumas and the psychological impacts of the entire Orleans residence. 
The beautiful and admirable buildings making the city attractive are brought down. The fateful event ruined what took many years and a lot of funds to construct; they were all destroyed in one day. The occurrence means that the New Orleans will embark into new constructions and making the repair, an idea that will cost them extra resources. As the author, schools, restaurants describe it, and even the traffic lights all were destroyed. Re-starting the traffic lights, returning of students in school, re-opening of the restaurants and aquarium took almost a year to get to normal (Taylor, 2010). The entire incidence describes the depression of those besieged by the loss, decaying neighborhoods, issues on government bureaucracy and insurances, cost of repairing buildings and the indirect impacts of the people not directly impacted.
Implications for policy and practice that can address the problem
After such a traumatizing hurricane encounter, it is vital to propose policies and best practices to solve the problem. The critical issue is the displacement of people from their homes, loss of dignity and insecurity related matters. In addressing these problems, strategizing on how to rebuild the city is essential. I feel that the first thing to do is to get people a secure place to live as the process of re-building is fully implemented. Notably, the victims are in a confused state which means they need directions; therefore it is essential to help them secure a play to stay.
The author depicts a place which has been left unattended with decomposing food staffs in refrigerators. On this note, it is crucial to consider their environmental welfare. I feel it is critical to ensure the place is clean, and the garbage is collected. However, the area is left with one to live there; it is the responsibility of the authorities to ensure that proper hygiene is observed. While living together in tents, the possibility of insecurity is very high, it is thus, essential to ensure that the victims are well protected from all potential threats.
The incidence significantly impacts the economic development in New Orleans. In my opinion, the government and all stakeholders should join together and ensure the city normalizes as soon as possible. All the schools, restaurants, bars, hospitals are destroyed. There are no places to eat good food; students are as well affected; and no place to school. In this case, the city is affected economically; therefore the rebuilding issues should involve social justices, master planning, green technologies and volunteerism to help make the city get to normal.
Personal reactions on the issues
I feel nostalgic about the whole experience of the people of New Orleans. It is painful to see people who once lived peacefully in their homes carrying out their activities, suffer after the fateful incidence. I sympathize with the affected people; I feel their pain and would wish to have them get to their normal life. Displacement of people is the worst thing that happens to one’s life, living in a new environment relying on help is heart-breaking. The beautiful place with well-built houses has left a wasteland resulting in unfavorable lifestyle. The situation is pathetic, and the authorities should normalize the situation soonest possible.
On the other hand, I feel happy. Despite the painful encounter, the people still have time to celebrate. However, it took time, the buildings are re-built, and the children can go back to school. Restaurants and bars are re-opened, and things are getting to normal.
Conclusion
The book “dead in the Attic” is one that highlights sorrowful, tragedy and heart-breaking incidences. It shows the pathetic situation in New Orleans after the Katrina Hurricanes. The beautiful city is destroyed and left in a devastated state; the residents are left to suffer from no places to call home. However, the author depicts some sense of humor and pathos; despite the problems encountered they still have got time to celebrate. The critical policies and best practices to the issues are to help the city get to normal in the shortest time. I feel nostalgic about the whole event, but I am happy the city is re-built again.
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